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FIGHTING FOR JUSTICE AS WE COMBAT THE
CLIMATE CRISIS

Share f t

Justice must be at the center of our response to climate change. And we need

big, bottom-up change - focused on, and led by, the communities who have been

in this fight since the beginning. Add your name to support our plan for

environmental justice.

In 1987, the United Church of Christ's Commission on Racial Justice

commissioned one of the first studies on hazardous waste in communities of

color. A few years later -  28 years ago this month - delegates to the First

National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit adopted 17

principles of environmental justice. But in the years since, the federal

government has largely failed to live up to the vision these trailblazing leaders

outlined, and to its responsibilities to the communities they represent. 

From predominantly black neighborhoods in Detroit to Navajo communities

in the southwest to Louisiana’s Cancer Alley, industrial pollution has been

concentrated in low-income communities for decades - communities that the

federal government has tacitly written off as so-called “sacrifice zones.” But
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it’s not just about poverty, it’s also about race. A seminal study found that

black families are more likely to live in neighborhoods with higher

concentrations of air pollution than white families - even when they have the

same or more income. A more recent study found that while whites largely

cause air pollution, Blacks and Latinxs are more likely to breathe it in.

Unsurprisingly, these groups also experience higher rates of childhood

asthma. And many more low-income and minority communities are exposed

to toxins in their water - including lead and chemicals from industrial and

agricultural run-off.

ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM ACROSS THE U.S.
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Sources: Michigan Radio (for Detroit, MI data); California Department of Public Health (for Los
Angeles County, CA data); Coral Davenport & Campbell Robertson, “Resettling the First American
‘Climate Refugees,’” New York Times (May 2, 2016) (for Isle de Jean Charles, LA data). View in full
screen.

And these studies don’t tell the whole story. As I’ve traveled this country, I’ve

heard the human stories as well. In Detroit, I met with community members

diagnosed with cancer linked to exposure to toxins after years of living in the

shadow of a massive oil refinery. In New Hampshire, I talked with mothers

fighting for clean drinking water free of harmful PFAS chemicals for their

children. In South Carolina, I've heard the stories of the most vulnerable

coastal communities who face the greatest threats, from not just sea-level

rise, but a century of encroaching industrial polluters. In West Virginia, I saw

the consequences of the coal industry’s abandonment of the communities that

made their shareholders and their executives wealthy - stolen pensions,

poisoned miners, and ruined land and water.

We didn’t get here by accident. Our crisis of environmental injustice is the

result of decades of discrimination and environmental racism compounding in

communities that have been overlooked for too long. It is the result of multiple

choices that put corporate profits before people, while our government looked

the other way. It is unacceptable, and it must change. 

Justice cannot be a secondary concern - it must be at the center of our

response to climate change. The Green New Deal commits us to a “just

transition” for all communities and all workers. But we won’t create true

justice by cleaning up polluted neighborhoods and tweaking a few regulations

at the EPA. We also need to prioritize communities that have experienced

historic disinvestment, across their range of needs: affordable housing, better

infrastructure, good schools, access to health care, and good jobs. We need

strong, resilient communities who are prepared and properly resourced to

withstand the impacts of climate change. We need big, bottom-up change -

focused on, and led by, members of these communities. 

ADD YOUR NAME TO SUPPORT OUR PLAN
We need big, bottom-up change - focused on, and led by, the communities who
have been in this fight since the beginning.
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The same communities that have borne the brunt of industrial pollution are

now on the front lines of climate change, often getting hit first and worst. In

response, local community leaders are leading the fight to hold polluters

responsible and combat the effects of the climate crisis.  In Detroit’s 48217 zip

code, for example, community members living in the midst of industrial

pollution told me how they have banded together to identify refinery leakages

and inform their neighbors. In Alabama and Mississippi, I met with residents of

formerly redlined neighborhoods who spoke to me about their fight against

drinking water pollution caused by inadequate municipal sewage systems.

Tribal Nations, which have been disproportionately impacted by environmental

racism and the effects of climate change, are leading the way in climate

resilience and adaptation strategies, and in supporting healthy ecosystems.

The federal government must do more to support and uplift the efforts of

these and other communities. Here’s how we can do that:

Improve environmental equity mapping. The EPA currently maps

communities based on basic environmental and demographic indicators,

but more can be done across the federal government to identify at-risk

communities. We need a rigorous interagency effort to identify cumulative

environmental health disparities and climate vulnerabilities and cross-

reference that data with other indicators of socioeconomic health. We’ll use

these data to adjust permitting rules under Clean Air and Clean Water Act

authorities to better consider the impact of cumulative and overlapping

pollution, and we’ll make them publicly available online to help communities

measure their own health.
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Implement an equity screen for climate investments. Identifying at-risk

communities is only the first step. The Green New Deal will involve

deploying trillions of dollars to transform the way we source and use

energy. In doing so, the government must prioritize resources to support

vulnerable communities and remediate historic injustices. My friend

Governor Jay Inslee rightly challenged us to fund the most vulnerable

communities first, and both New York and California have passed laws to

direct funding specifically to frontline and fenceline communities. The

federal government should do the same. I’ll direct one-third of my proposed

climate investment into the most vulnerable communities - a commitment

that would funnel at least $1 trillion into these areas over the next decade. 

Strengthen tools to mitigate environmental harms. Signed into law in 1970,

the National Environmental Policy Act provides the original authority for

many of our existing environmental protections. But even as climate change

has made it clear that we must eliminate our dependence on fossil fuels, the

Trump Administration has tried to weaken NEPA with the goal of

expediting even more fossil fuel infrastructure projects. At the same time,

the Trump Administration has moved to devalue the consideration of

climate impacts in all federal decisions. This is entirely unacceptable in the

face of the climate emergency our world is facing. As president, I would

mandate that all federal agencies consider climate impacts in their

permitting and rulemaking processes. Climate action needs to be

mainstreamed in everything the federal government does. But we also need

a standard that requires the government to do more than merely “assess”

the environmental impact of proposed projects - we need to mitigate

negative environmental impacts entirely. 

Beyond that, a Warren Administration will do more to give the people who live

in a community a greater say in what is sited there - too often today, local

desires are discounted or disregarded. And when Tribal Nations are involved,

projects should not proceed unless developers have obtained the free, prior

and informed consent of the tribal governments concerned. I’ll use the full

extent of my executive authority under NEPA to protect these communities

and give them a voice in the process. And I’ll fight to improve the law to reflect

the realities of today’s climate crisis. 
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Build wealth in frontline communities. People of color are more likely to live

in neighborhoods that are vulnerable to climate change risks or where

they’re subject to environmental hazards like pollution. That’s not a

coincidence - decades of racist housing policy and officially sanctioned

segregation that denied people of color the opportunity to build wealth also

denied them the opportunity to choose the best neighborhood for their

families. Then, these same communities were targeted with the worst of

the worst mortgages before the financial crisis, while the government

looked the other way. My housing plan includes a first-of-its-kind down-

payment assistance program that provides grants to long-term residents of

formerly redlined communities so that they can buy homes in the

neighborhood of their choice and start to build wealth, beginning to reverse

that damage. It provides assistance to homeowners in these communities

who still owe more than their homes were worth, which can be used to

preserve their homes and revitalize their communities. These communities

should have the opportunity to lead us in the climate fight, and have access

to the economic opportunities created by the clean energy sector. With the

right investments and with community-led planning, we can lift up

communities that have experienced historic repression and racism, putting

them on a path to a more resilient future.

Expand health care. People in frontline communities disproportionately

suffer from certain cancers and other illnesses associated with

environmental pollution. To make matters worse, they are less likely to

have access to quality health care. Under Medicare for All, everyone will

have high quality health care at a lower cost, allowing disadvantaged

communities to get lifesaving services. And beyond providing high quality

coverage for all, the simplified Medicare for All system will make it easier

for the federal government to quickly tailor health care responses to

specific environmental disasters in affected communities when they occur.

Research equity. For years we’ve invested in broad-based strategies that

are intended to lift all boats, but too often leave communities of color

behind. True justice calls for more than ‘one-size-fits-all’ solutions - instead

we need targeted strategies that take into account the unique challenges

individual frontline communities face. I’ve proposed a historic $400 billion

investment in clean energy research and development. We’ll use that

funding to research place-based interventions specifically targeting the

communities that need more assistance.
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Source: Christopher W. Tessum et al., “Inequity in consumption of goods and services adds to racial–
ethnic disparities in air pollution exposure,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (March
2019). View in full screen.

The climate crisis will leave no one untouched. But it also represents a once-in-

a-generation opportunity: to create millions of good-paying American jobs in

clean and renewable energy, infrastructure, and manufacturing; to unleash the

best of American innovation and creativity; to rebuild our unions and create

real progress and justice for workers; and to directly confront the racial and

economic inequality embedded in our fossil fuel economy. 

The task before us is huge and demands all of us to act. It will require massive

retrofits to our nation’s infrastructure and our manufacturing base. It will also

require readjusting our economic approach to ensure that communities of

POLLUTION EXPOSURE BY POPULATION (2003–2015)

NO WORKER LEFT BEHIND
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color and others who have been systematically harmed from our fossil fuel

economy are not left further behind during the transition to clean energy.

But it is also an opportunity. We’ll need millions of workers: people who know

how to build things and manufacture them; skilled and experienced

contractors to plan and execute large construction and engineering projects;

and training and joint labor management apprenticeships to ensure a

continuous supply of skilled, available workers. This can be a great moment of

national unity, of common purpose, of lives transformed for the better. But we

cannot succeed in fighting climate change unless the people who have the

skills to get the job done are in the room as full partners. 

We also cannot fight climate change with a low-wage economy.

Workers should not be forced to make an impossible choice between fossil fuel

industry jobs with superior wages and benefits and green economy jobs that

pay far less. For too long, there has been a tension between transitioning to a

green economy and creating good, middle class, union jobs. In a Warren

Administration we will do both: creating good new jobs through investments in

a clean economy coupled with the strongest possible protections for workers.

For instance, my Green Manufacturing plan makes a $1.5 trillion procurement

commitment to domestic manufacturing contingent on companies providing

fair wages, paid family and medical leave, fair scheduling practices, and

collective bargaining rights. Similarly, my 100% Clean Energy Plan will require

retrofitting our nation’s buildings, reengineering our electrical grid, and

adapting our manufacturing base - creating good, union jobs, with prevailing

wages determined through collective bargaining, for millions of skilled and

experienced workers. 

Our commitment to a Green New Deal is a commitment to a better future

for the working people of our country. 
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And it starts with a real commitment to workers from the person sitting in the

White House: I will fight for your job, your family, and your community like I

would my own. But there’s so much more we can do to take care of America’s

workers before, during, and after this transition. Here are a few ways we can

start: 

Honor our commitment to fossil fuel workers. Coal miners, oil rig workers,

pipeline builders and millions of other workers have given their life’s blood

to build the infrastructure that powered the American economy throughout

the 20th century. In return, they deserve more than platitudes - and if we

expect them to use their skills to help reengineer America, we owe them a

fair day’s pay for the work we need them to do. I’m committed to providing

job training and guaranteed wage and benefit parity for workers

transitioning into new industries. And for those Americans who choose not

to find new employment and wish to retire with dignity, we’ll ensure full

financial security, including promised pensions and early retirement

benefits. 

Defend worker pensions, benefits, and secure retirement. Together, we will

ensure that employers and our government honor the promises they made

to workers in fossil fuel industries. I’ve fought for years to protect pensions

and health benefits for retired coal workers, and I’ll continue fighting to

maintain the solvency of multi-employer pension plans. As president, I’ll

protect those benefits that fossil fuel workers have earned. My plan to

empower American workers commits to defending pensions, recognizing

the value of defined-benefit pensions, and pushing to pass the Butch-

Lewis Act to create a loan program for the most financially distressed

pension plans in the country. And my Social Security plan would increase

benefits by $200 a month for every beneficiary, lifting nearly 5 million

seniors out of poverty and expanding benefits for workers with disabilities

and their families. 

Create joint safety-health committees. In 2016, more than 50,000 workers

died from occupational-related diseases. And since the beginning of his

administration, Trump has rolled back rules and regulations that limit

exposure to certain chemicals and requirements around facility safety

inspections, further jeopardizing workers and the community around them.

When workers have the power to keep themselves safe, they make their

communities safer too. A Warren Administration will reinstate the work
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safety rules and regulations Trump eliminated, and will work to require

large companies to create joint safety-health committees with

representation from workers and impacted communities. 

Force fossil fuel companies to honor their obligations. As a matter of justice,

we should tighten bankruptcy laws to prevent coal and other fossil fuel

companies from evading their responsibility to their workers and to the

communities that they have helped to pollute. In the Senate, I have fought

to improve the standing of coal worker pensions and benefits in bankruptcy

- as president, I will work with Congress to pass legislation to make these

changes a reality.  

And as part of our commitment, we must take care of all workers, including

those who were left behind decades ago by the fossil fuel economy. Although

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal is the inspiration for this full scale

mobilization of the federal government to defeat the climate crisis, it was not

perfect. The truth is that too often, many New Deal agencies and policies were

tainted by structural racism. And as deindustrialization led to prolonged

disinvestment, communities of color were too often both the first to lose their

job base, and the first place policymakers thought of to dump the refuse of the

vanished industries. Now there is a real risk that poor communities dependent

on carbon fuels will be asked to bear the costs of fighting climate change on

their own. We must take care not to replicate the failings and limitations of the

original New Deal as we implement a Green New Deal and transition our

economy to 100% clean energy. Instead we need to build an economy that

works for every American - and leaves no one behind.

As we work to enact a Green New Deal, our commitment to environmental

justice cannot be an afterthought - it must be central to our efforts to fight

back against climate change. That means structuring our government agencies

to ensure that we’re centering frontline and fenceline communities in

implementing a just transition. It means ensuring that the most vulnerable

have a voice in decision-making that impacts their communities, and direct

access to the White House itself. Here’s how we’ll do that:

PRIORITIZING ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AT THE
HIGHEST LEVELS
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Elevate environmental justice at the White House. I’ll transform the Council

on Environmental Quality into a Council on Climate Action with a broader

mandate, including making environmental justice a priority. I’ll update the

1994 executive order that directed federal agencies to make achieving

environmental justice part of their missions, and revitalize the cabinet-level

interagency council on environmental justice. We will raise the National

Environmental Justice Advisory Council to report directly to the White

House, bringing in the voices of frontline community leaders at the highest

levels. And I will bring these leaders to the White House for an

environmental justice summit within my first 100 days in office, to honor

the contributions of frontline activists over decades in this fight and to

listen to ideas for how we can make progress.  

Empower the EPA to support frontline communities. The Trump

Administration has proposed dramatic cuts to the EPA, including to its

Civil Rights office, and threatened to eliminate EPA’s Office of

Environmental Justice entirely. I’ll restore and grow both offices, including

by expanding the Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE)

and Environmental Justice Small Grant programs. We’ll condition these

competitive grant funds on the development of state- and local-level

environmental justice plans, and ensure that regional EPA offices stay open

to provide support and capacity. But it’s not just a matter of size.

Historically, EPA’s Office of Civil Rights has rejected nine out of ten cases

brought to it for review. In a Warren Administration, we will aggressively

pursue cases of environmental discrimination wherever they occur. 

Bolster the CDC to play a larger role in environmental justice. The links

between industrial pollution and negative public health outcomes are clear.

A Warren Administration will fully fund the Center for Disease Control’s

environmental health programs, such as childhood lead poisoning

prevention, and community health investigations. We will also provide

additional grant funding for independent research into environmental

health effects.

Diminish the influence of Big Oil. Powerful corporations rig the system to

work for themselves, exploiting and influencing the regulatory process and

placing industry representatives in positions of decision-making authority

within agencies. My plan to end Washington corruption would slam shut

the revolving door between industry and government, reducing industry’s
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ability to influence the regulatory process and ensuring that the rules

promulgated by our environmental agencies reflect the needs of

communities, not the fossil fuel industry. 

Nearly one-third of American households struggle to pay their energy bills,

and Native American, Black, and Latinx households are more likely to be

energy insecure. Renters are also often disadvantaged by landlords unwilling to

invest in safer buildings, weatherization, or cheaper energy. And clean energy

adoption is unequal along racial lines, even after accounting for differences in

wealth. I have a plan to move the United States to 100% clean, renewable, and

zero-emission energy in electricity generation by 2035 - but energy justice

must be an integral part of our transition to clean energy. Here’s what that

means:

Address high energy cost burdens. Low-income families, particularly in

rural areas, are spending too much of their income on energy, often the

result of older or mobile homes that are not weatherized or that lack energy

efficient upgrades. I’ve committed to meet Governor Inslee’s goal of

retrofitting 4% of U.S. buildings annually to increase energy efficiency - and

we’ll start that national initiative by prioritizing frontline and fenceline

communities. In addition, my housing plan includes over $10 billion in

competitive grant programs for communities that invest in well-located

affordable housing - funding that can be used for modernization and

weatherization of homes, infrastructure, and schools. It also targets

additional funding to tribal governments, rural communities, and

jurisdictions - often majority minority - where homeowners are still

struggling with the aftermath of the 2008 housing crash. Energy retrofits

can be a large source of green jobs, and I’m committed to ensuring that

these are good jobs, with full federal labor protections and the right to

organize. 

Support community power. Consumer-owned energy cooperatives, many of

which were established to electrify rural areas during the New Deal, serve

an estimated  42 million people across our country. While some co-ops are

beginning to transition their assets to renewable energy resources, too

RIGHT TO AFFORDABLE ENERGY AND CLEAN WATER

DONATE

https://www.eia.gov/consumption/residential/reports/2015/energybills/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-018-0204-z
https://elizabethwarren.com/plans/100-clean-energy
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2018-07-20/report-energy-costs-are-a-higher-burden-on-the-rural-poor
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/30051742/UnevenHousingRecovery-reportB.pdf
https://www.electric.coop/electric-cooperative-fact-sheet/
http://ieefa.org/report-shows-coal-debt-slowing-u-s-co-ops-ability-to-embrace-clean-energy/
https://elizabethwarren.com/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/web-homepage-q4?refcodekey=7230298441231002&refcodepath=%2Fplans%2Fenvironmental-justice&refcodeplacement=NAVIGATION_TARGET&refcodetemplate=pagePlanDetail&refcode=web-donate-box


10/20/2019 Fighting For Justice As We Combat The Climate Crisis | Elizabeth Warren

https://elizabethwarren.com/plans/environmental-justice 14/22

many are locked into long-term contracts that make them dependent on

coal and other dirty fuels for their power. To speed the transition to clean

energy, my administration will offer assistance to write down debt and

restructure loans to help cooperatives get out of long-term coal contracts,

and provide additional low- or no-cost financing for zero-carbon electricity

generation and transmission projects for cooperatives via the Rural Utilities

Service. I’ll work with Congress to extend and expand clean energy bonds

to allow community groups and nonprofits without tax revenue to access 

clean energy incentives. I’ll also provide dedicated support for the four

Power Marketing Administrations, the Tennessee Valley Authority, and the

Appalachian Regional Commission to help them build publicly-owned clean

energy assets and deploy clean power to help communities transition off

fossil fuels. Accelerating the transition to clean energy will both reduce

carbon emissions, clean up our air,  and help bring down rural consumers’

utility bills.

Protect local equities. Communities that host large energy projects are

entitled to receive a share of the benefits. But too often, large energy

companies are offered millions in tax subsidies to locate in a particular area

-- without any commitment that they will make a corresponding

commitment in that community. Community Benefit Agreements can help

address power imbalances between project developers and low-income

communities by setting labor, environmental, and transparency standards

before work begins. I’ll make additional federal subsidies or tax benefits for

large utility projects contingent on strong Community Benefits

Agreements, which should include requirements for prevailing wages and

collective bargaining rights. And I’ll insist on a clawback provision if a

company doesn’t hold up its end of the deal. If developers work with

communities to ensure that everyone benefits from clean energy

development, we will be able to reduce our emissions faster. 

It’s simple: access to clean water is a basic human right. Water quality is an

issue in both urban and rural communities. In rural areas, for example, runoff

into rivers and streams by Big Agriculture has poisoned local drinking water. In

urban areas, lack of infrastructure investment has resulted in lead and other

poisons seeping into aging community water systems. We need to take action

to protect our drinking water. Here’s how we can do that: 
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Invest in our nation’s public water systems. America’s water is a public

asset and should be owned by and for the public. A Warren Administration

will end decades of disinvestment and privatization of our nation’s water

system -- our government at every level should invest in safe, affordable

drinking water for all of us.

Increase and enforce water quality standards. Our government should

enforce strict regulations to ensure clean water is available to all

Americans. I’ll restore the Obama-era water rule that protected our lakes,

rivers, and streams, and the drinking water they provide. We also need a

strong and nationwide safe drinking water standard that covers PFAS and

other chemicals. A Warren Administration will fully enforce Safe Drinking

Water Act standards for all public water systems. I’ll aggressively regulate

chemicals that make their way into our water supply, including by

designating PFAS as a hazardous substance.

Fund access to clean water. Our clean drinking water challenge goes beyond

lead, and beyond Flint and Newark. To respond, a Warren Administration

will commit to fully capitalize the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund and

the Clean Water State Revolving Fund to refurbish old water infrastructure

and support ongoing water treatment operations and maintenance,

prioritizing the communities most heavily impacted by inadequate water

infrastructure. In rural areas, I’ll increase funding for the Conservation

Stewardship Program to $15 billion annually, empowering family farmers to

help limit the agricultural runoff that harms local wells and water systems.

To address lead specifically, we will establish a lead abatement grant

program with a focus on schools and daycare centers, and commit to

remediating lead in all federal buildings. We’ll provide a Lead Safety Tax

Credit for homeowners to invest in remediation. And a Warren

Administration will also fully fund IDEA and other support programs that

help children with developmental challenges as a result of lead exposure.

In 2018, the U.S. was home to the world’s three costliest environmental

catastrophes. And while any community can be hit by a hurricane, flood,
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RELATED DISASTERS
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extreme weather, or fire, the impact of these kinds of disasters are particularly

devastating for low-income communities, people with disabilities, and

people of color. Take Puerto Rico for example. When Hurricane Maria hit the

island, decades of racism and neglect were multiplied by the government’s

failure to prepare and Trump’s racist post-disaster response - resulting in the

deaths of at least 3,000 Puerto Ricans and long-term harm to many more.

Even as we fight climate change, we must also prepare for its impacts -

building resiliency not just in some communities, but everywhere. Here’s how

we can start to do that:

Invest in pre-disaster mitigation. For every dollar invested in mitigation, the

government and communities save $6 overall. But true to form, the Trump

Administration has proposed to steep cuts to  FEMA’s Pre-Disaster

Mitigation Program, abandoning communities just as the risk of climate-

related disasters is on the rise. As president, I’ll invest in programs that help

vulnerable communities build resiliency by quintupling this program’s

funding. 

Better prepare for flood events. When I visited Pacific Junction, Iowa, I saw

scenes of devastation: crops ruined for the season, cars permanently

stalled, a water line 7 or 8 feet high in residents’ living rooms. And many

residents in Pacific Junction fear that this could happen all over again next

year. Local governments rely on FEMA’s flood maps, but some of these

maps haven’t been updated in decades. In my first term as president, I will

direct FEMA to fully update flood maps with forward-looking data,

prioritizing and including frontline communities in this process. We’ll raise

standards for new construction, including by reinstating the Federal Flood

Risk Management Standard. And we’ll make it easier for vulnerable

residents to move out of flood-prone properties - including by buying back

those properties for low-income homeowners at a value that will allow

them to relocate, and then tearing down the flood-prone properties, so we

can protect everyone.

Mitigate wildfire risk. We must also invest in improved fire mapping and

prevention programs. In a Warren Administration, we will dramatically

improve fire mapping and prevention by investing in advanced modeling

with a focus on helping the most vulnerable - incorporating not only fire

vulnerability but community demographics. We will prioritize these data to

invest in land management, particularly near the most vulnerable
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communities, supporting forest restoration, lowering fire risk, and creating

jobs all at once. We will also invest in microgrid technology, so that we can

de-energize high-risk areas when required without impacting the larger

community’s energy supply. And as president, I will collaborate with Tribal

governments on land management practices to reduce wildfires, including

by incorporating traditional ecological practices and exploring co-

management and the return of public resources to indigenous protection

wherever possible. 

Prioritize at-risk populations in disaster planning and response. When the

most deadly fire in California’s history struck the town of Paradise last

November, a majority of the victims were disabled or elderly. People with

disabilities face increased difficulties in evacuation assistance and

accessing critical medical care. For people who are homeless, disasters

exacerbate existing challenges around housing and health. And fear of

deportation can deter undocumented people from contacting emergency

services for help evacuating or from going to an emergency shelter. As

president, I will strengthen rules to require disaster response plans to

uphold the rights of vulnerable populations. In my immigration plan, I

committed to putting in place strict guidelines to protect sensitive

locations, including emergency shelters. We’ll also develop best practices at

the federal level to help state and local governments develop plans for at-

risk communities - including for extreme heat or cold - and require that

evacuation services and shelters are fully accessible to people with

disabilities. During emergencies, we will work to ensure that critical

information is shared in ways that reflect the diverse needs of people with

disabilities and other at-risk communities, including through ASL and

Braille and languages spoken in the community. We will establish a National

Commission on Disability Rights and Disasters, ensure that federal disaster

spending is ADA compliant, and support people with disabilities in disaster

planning. We will make certain that individuals have ongoing access to

health care services if they have to leave their community or if there is a

disruption in care.  And we will ensure that a sufficient number of disability

specialists are present in state emergency management teams and FEMA’s

disaster response corps. 

Ensure a just and equitable recovery. In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,

disaster scammers and profiteers swarmed, capitalizing on others’

suffering to make a quick buck. And after George W. Bush suspended the
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Davis-Bacon Act, the doors were opened for contractors to under-pay and

subject workers to dangerous working conditions, particularly low-income

and immigrant workers. As president, I’ll put strong protections in place to

ensure that federal tax dollars go toward community recovery, not to line

the pockets of contractors. And we must maintain high standards for

workers even when disaster strikes. 

Studies show that the white and wealthy receive more federal disaster

aid, even though they are most able to financially withstand a disaster.

This is particularly true when it comes to housing - FEMA’s programs are

designed to protect homeowners, even as homeownership has slipped out of

reach for an increasing number of Americans. As president, I will reform post-

disaster housing assistance to better protect renters, including a commitment

to a minimum of one-to-one replacement for any damaged federally-

subsidized affordable housing, to better protect low-income families. I will

work with Congress to amend the Stafford Act to make grant funding more

flexible to allow families and communities to rebuild in more resilient ways.

And we will establish a competitive grant program, based on the post-Sandy

Rebuild by Design pilot, to offer states and local governments the opportunity

to compete for additional funding for creative resilience projects.

Under a Warren Administration, we will monitor post-disaster recovery to help

states and local governments better understand the long-term consequences

and effectiveness of differing recovery strategies, including how to address

climate gentrification, to ensure equitable recovery for all communities. We’ll

center a right to return for individuals who have been displaced during a

disaster and prioritize the voices of frontline communities in the planning of

their return or relocation. And while relocation should be a last resort, when it

occurs, we must improve living standards and keep communities together

whenever possible.

HOLDING POLLUTERS ACCOUNTABLE
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In Manchester, Texas, Hurricane Harvey’s damage wasn’t apparent until after

the storm had passed - when a thick, chemical smell started wafting through

the majority Latinx community, which is surrounded by nearly 30 refineries

and chemical plants. A tanker failure had released 1,188 pounds of benzene

into the air, one of at least one hundred area leaks that happened in Harvey’s

aftermath. But because regulators had turned off air quality and toxic

monitoring in anticipation of the storm, the leaks went unnoticed and the

community uninformed. 

Source: Liam Downey & Brian Hawkins, “Race, Income, and Environmental Inequality in the United
States,” Sociological Perspectives (Dec. 2008). View in full screen.

This should have never been allowed to happen. But Manchester is also

subject to 484,000 pounds of toxic chemical leaks on an average year. That’s

not just a tragedy - it’s an outrage. We must hold polluters accountable for

their role in ongoing, systemic damage in frontline communities. As president, I
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will use all my authorities to hold companies accountable for their role in the

climate crisis. Here’s how we can do that: 

Exercise all the oversight tools of the federal government. A Warren

Administration will encourage the EPA and Department of Justice to

aggressively go after corporate polluters, particularly in cases of

environmental discrimination. We need real consequences for corporate

polluters that break our environmental law. That means steep fines, which

we will reinvest in impacted communities. And under my Corporate

Executive Accountability Act, we’ll press for criminal penalties for

executives when their companies hurt people through criminal negligence.

Use the power of the courts. Thanks to a Supreme Court decision,

companies are often let completely off the hook, even when their operations

inflict harm on thousands of victims each year. I’ll work with Congress to

create a private right of action for environmental harm at the federal level,

allowing individuals and communities impacted by environmental

discrimination to sue for damages and hold corporate polluters

accountable.

Reinstitute the Superfund Waste Tax. There are over 1300 remaining

Superfund sites across the country, many located in or adjacent to frontline

communities. So-called “orphan” toxic waste clean-ups were originally

funded by a series of excise taxes on the petroleum and chemical

industries. But thanks to Big Oil and other industry lobbyists, when that tax

authority expired in 1995 it was not renewed. Polluters must pay for the

consequences of their actions - not leave them for the communities to

clean up. I’ll work with Congress to reinstate and then triple the Superfund

tax, generating needed revenue to clean up the mess.

Hold the finance industry accountable for its role in the climate crisis.

Financial institutions and the insurance industry underwrite and fund fossil

fuel investments around the world, and can play a key role in stopping the

climate crisis. Earlier this year, Chubb became the first U.S. insurer to

commit to stop insuring coal projects, a welcome development.

Unfortunately, many banks and insurers seem to be moving in the opposite

direction. In fact, since the Paris Agreement was signed, U.S. banks

including JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo, Citigroup, and Bank of America

have actually increased their fossil fuel investments. And there is evidence
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that big banks are replicating a tactic they first employed prior to the

2008 crash - shielding themselves from climate losses by selling the

mortgages most at risk from climate impacts to Fannie Mae and Freddie

Mac to shift the burden off their books and onto taxpayers at a discount. 

To accelerate the transition to clean energy, my Climate Risk Disclosure Act

would require banks and other companies to disclose their greenhouse gas

emissions and price their exposure to climate risk into their valuations, raising

public awareness of just how dependent our economy is on fossil fuels. And let

me be clear: in a Warren Administration, they will no longer be allowed to shift

that burden to the rest of us.
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